Researched Data and System Information System: Dart 

What is Dart: 

“DART is an Open Source software tool for the tracking and analysis of student progress on any set of standards. It is free like a puppy! You can take it home with you, but care and feeding is something you must provide on your own. Unlike other student information systems, DART is completely learner-centered, not tied to staff or school schedules. It directly links to support materials for learning standards and benchmarks, and provides a intuitive interface for users.” (BSSD Dart Media Wiki) 

“DART links relative student weaknesses directly to instructional resources in our MediaWiki-based curriculum system, and therefore permits teachers and administrators to plan for meaningful, dynamic instruction of any group of learners, as well as involve stakeholders in the building of curriculum. The curriculum system linked to DART is currently at over 13,500 pages, and has 7,600 files uploaded. The users themselves have populated the MediaWiki database.” 

“Other organizations could link DART to any set of standards, and any type of resource support system. We are currently working on controls for customizing DART for K-12, non-profit, or higher education use, and welcome contacts from potential partners.”

Include Cost Estimates: 
 “DART is a free Open Source software package that will run on any Linux-based server running the Linux / Apache / MySQL / PHP (LAMP) configuration for web services.” (BSSD Dart Media Wiki)/

Configuration/Implementation Requirements

· Dart, though no longer in Beta, still requires a “collaborative team of both Ed Tech or IT, and curriculum leaders to successfully implement DART.”

· “Requires: DART Server (Linux / Apache / MySQL / PHP) MediaWiki Server (Linux / Apache / MySQL / PHP) pdftk - Creates PDF reports”

· “The PHP and HTML output files would need to be customized by configured manually.”

· “Also, you would need staff to organize, and import whatever standards you want to use so that DART can do it's thing!”

· “Supporting wiki pages would need to be created for each standard in Mediawiki. In our case, that is 1700 or so pages that are the "stubs", or template pages for each BSSD standard.”

· “That system would also need to be organized so that growth and use would develop organically. This is really more the province of the Curriculum and Instruction Department than a technical matter, but once again, a successful implementation will require both.” 

· MediaWiki and Dart reside on different servers. 

Tech Support/ Training

· Some support tutorials: http://wiki.bssd.org/index.php/DART_System
· There are two Dart Demo Servers to play with.  

Who uses it? 

BSSD and one example of a school that uses the student data management system if available from the company's website. They have replaced their Powerschool SIS with it. 

What Works:

· “Reporting progress on standards, aligned with state exams and progress on learning.”

· “Graduation Progress Report”

· “Ability to add and track almost any "elective" “

· “Refined transcript editing”

· “School Improvement Plan modules and Testing data-tracking module.”

· “DART is completely learner-centered, not tied to staff or school schedules.”

· “It directly links to support materials for learning standards and benchmarks, and provides a intuitive interface for users.” 

· “DART links relative student weaknesses directly to instructional resources in our MediaWiki-based curriculum system, and therefore permits teachers and administrators to plan for meaningful, dynamic instruction of any group of learners, as well as involve stakeholders in the building of curriculum. “

· “The users themselves have populated the MediaWiki database.”

· “Can link DART to any set of standards, and any type of resource support system.”

What doesn’t Work: 

· Simple installer is Beta

· Not a great deal of support or community yet. 

· Navigation

· Requires support form entire school community to input the needed data to make the system effective. 

· It is not out of the box, usable, just yet. 
BSSD MediaWiki: http://wiki.bssd.org/index.php/DART_System

